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Abstract:

This paper examines trends in social work research concerning immigrants and refugees in
Japan through two processes. First, I analyzed 19 academic journals available in electronic
format from among the member organizations (21 organizations in total) listed by the
National Council of Social Welfare in Japan. Next, I conducted an analysis using search
engines such as CiNii to investigate other research on social work targeting immigrants and
refugees that could not be fully identified through the first stage of the process alone.
Through these processes, I confirmed the following two points. First, in Japanese social
welfare research concerning immigrants and refugees, academic journals have not
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necessarily been the primary outlet; research has been accumulated through diverse
information dissemination channels such as house journals. Furthermore, this trend in
social welfare research concerning immigrants and refugees, has been rapidly increasing
since the 1990s when the assistance of refugees, immigrants (including new types of
immigrants) grew in volume and diversified. I coined the integrated development of
“practice” and “research” in Japan as an “accelerated integration pattern” and examined the
implications.

Key Words: international social work, literature review, immigrants, refugees, and
foreigners, Japan
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